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Interactive News at the Times

Hello, I'm Jacob Harris, and I'm here to talk to you about Interactive News. | am a founding member of the Interactive Newsroom Technologies team here at the New York Times, but I’'m a not a journalist by training; | have a Masters
Degree in Computer Science! But I've managed to spend enough time in the newsroom I've been asked to talk about what Interactive News is.

So what is it?
Good question. It's a nebulous concept. Like pornography, you know it when you see it, but it's not the easiest thing to define. And so, I think it's best for me to show you lots of examples. Of news, not pornography. So, that's what I'm

going to do here, in the attempt to explore what forms interactive news might take. Since | work for the Times and can answer directly questions about them, many of my examples are going to be from the Times. This is not to say we
know the subject better than anybody else, | just know why we’ve done what we’ve done.



More Names of Note Appear on Madoff List

Ey DIANA B. HENRIQUES

RECOMMEND

There was a time — was it only two months ago? — when people B ewman
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Searching the Madoff List his customers” money. The boldfaced names have become

red-faced, angry and perhaps embarrassed to find
themselves caught in what prosecutors say is by far the
largest Ponzi scheme in modern history.
Related
Times Topies: Ponzi According to the criminal charges filed when he was
Schemes | Bernard L. Madoff arrested on Dec. 11, Mr. Madoff himself confessed that
Statements by Trustee in Madoff — jpvestors’ losses could be as high as $50 billion, with the
Case (pdf) victims ranging from hedge funds to housekeepers. The
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1. In Japan's Stagnant Decade, Cautionary Tales for

3. Your Money: What's in the Bill for You
4. Ethanaol, Just Recently a Savior, s Struggling
5 Ex-G.M. Workers Try to Reboot Their Lives

v 700 at Merrill in Million-Dollar Club

U.S. Agents Scrutinize Texas Firm
8. Advertising: A Fashionable Lift for the Everywoman

9. Fed Calls Gain in Family Wealth a Mirage

10. Wife Withdrew Millions Before Madoff's Arrest

Go to Complete List »

actor, a notable Broadway producer and a respected
~ novelist.

Let’s ask though, what is non-interactive news? Strip away all the photos ads and links and sidebars and sharing tools and this reduces to roughly the
same as one that might’ve run in the paper in 1851: the article. That basic of journalism where the newspaper synthesizes, analyzes, and paraphrases from
a variety of sources what you need to know. On the web we can do more though...

(build)

For instance, this story is about the creditors to Bernie Madoff’s bankruptcy filing. Due to physical limitations of print, we wouldn’t normally print all 13000
names on the list in the newspaper. But on the web, we can be the paper of record and share that at no cost.



And so, behold! Interactive news!
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Searching the Madoff List

The list of customer account names found by the court-appointed trustee in the records of Bernard L. Madoff's wealth management firm, as well as
names of people who contacted the trustee to say they believed they had been Madoff customers and wanted to file a claim. Some of the names on the
list are those of lawyers, accountants, foundation trustees and agents who set up the accounts on behalf of the actual investors in the Madoff fund,
which investigators are calling the biggest Ponal scheme ever. Some people on the list have said publicly that they were included in error.

Name City Slate ZIP Code Search
1000 Connecticut Ave Assoc ‘Washington DC 20036 search
151797 Canada Inc C/O Judy Pencer Toronto Canada

1620 K Street Associates Arlington VA 22202
1700 K Street Associates Lic ‘Washington a8 20036
1776 K Street Assoc Ltd Ptr G/O Charles E

Smith Mgmt Inc Arlington VA 22202
1919 M Street Assaciates Lp Washington [o]o} 20036
1973 Masters Vacation Fund C/O David "

Frishling New City NY 10956
1973 Masters Vacation Fund C/O Jerome

Horowitz Boca Raton FL 33496
1987 Jih Decendent Trust #2 Chicago L 60606
1987 Jih Descendents Trust #3 Palm Beach FL 33480
1994 Bernhard Family Ptnrship Sarasota FL 34236
1994 Trust For The Children ‘West Orange NJ 07052
1996 Trust For The Benefit O New Providence NJ 07974
1998 Club Stein Family Garden City NY 11530
1999 Nadler Family Trust Hopkins MN 55305
1999 Nadler Family Tst C/O Sidney Kaplan  Minneapolis MN 55402
2427 Parent Corporation Coral Gables FL 33143
305 Partners Ltd Partnership Palm Beach FL 33480
52 River Course Assoc Lie C/O William M Dorset T 05251
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It’s a little underwhelming, but this IS interactive news. We built this the day the full list was released, a little app that allows readers to browse and search
for particular results in the story. A silly example, but it is compelling to our audience; this application racked up half a million hits the afternoon it
launched.



Story

Data Interaction

Interactive News applications as comprised of 3 axes. Each interactive news application lies somewhere in this triangle (thanks to Scott McCloud for the
inspiration).

First and foremost is Data. Data is what makes an interactive news piece different from a typical interview-a-few-sources-get-opposing-viewpoints article
you might find in much of any newspaper. At the extreme end of this triangle are the unprocessed raw data sources for any news, be they PDF documents,
spreadsheets, databases, piles of photographs, or hours of audio.

Story is the second axis. At the most extreme point, story is just the normal content we produce every day, be it breaking news, blog posts, or restaurant
reviews. But as we mix it with data, story is essential to a good interactive application. Data that has no story to it is not compelling; we could publish a list
of last names in the NYC phonebook as data, but without a good reason, who cares? And filling in the story - the people, places, and events - often helps
people to approach the data.

Finally, there is interaction. That’s a word we all hear a lot, but often it means very little. A slideshow is interactive after all. You get to click forward AND
back! But interactive is what makes the difference between a good and bad application, and the variations on interaction is what we will explore in this talk.



‘Hard Lessons: The Iraq Reconstruction Experience’

Original Document (PDF}

The dratt of a federal report by the Office of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction.
Annotations are based on the review's findings. The draft was provided to reporters at The New York Times
and ProPublica by two people outside the Inspector General's office who have read the draft. Full Story »

Page 104 of508 e el

But the President’s instructions to me...when 1 had lunch with him alone on
May 6", were that we ve going to take our time 1o gel it right,.. The President
had effectively, though pevhaps not formally, changed his pasition on the
question of a short or long occupation, having before the war been in favor of
a short ocenpation. By the time I came in, that was gone.
- Ambassador L. Paul Bremer 1
CPA Administrator (2003-2004y

Big Decisions, Little Debate: Some of the most important decisions after the invasion of Irag were
made on the fly, by a handful of people acting alone or without the full knowledge of government
leaders, the review said. Perhaps most notably, the decision to carry out a long-term rather than a
short-term occupation was made during a private conversation between President Bush and
Ambassador L. Paul Bremer on May 6. Mr. Bremer said he took President Bush's words as
“effectively, though perhaps not formally” changing the Pentagon's plans for post war Irag
according to Mr. Bremer's remarks to the Special Inspector General. In his book, My Year in Iraq,
Mr. Bremer noted that he entered the meeting with the president determined to putan end to the
“reckless fantasy™ of administration officials who were advocating a quick exit

PERMALINK

Search the document

Search
Contents
Preface
Part I: Planning to Rebuild Irag

Part Il: The Coalitional Provisional
Authority Leads Reconstruction

* Big Decisions, Little Debate, p. 104

= Surprising Change of Plans, p. 107

- Playing Pick-up, p. 121

- National Security and Tennis, Anyone?,
p. 123

- Ris oans, p. 138

* Pglitical Disasler, p. 147

- Big This, Big That, p. 155

- §18.4 Bilion and a Grocery List, p. 161

- 'Recipe for D ter', p. 161

-+ The Pentagol ooped, p. 175

= A Muddle of emment, p. 177

* Inventing Numbers, p. 182

= "Muscle of DoD’, p. 182

- The Wrong Measure, p. 214

=l ed Orders, p. 23

= A Perilous State, p. 238

Part lll: The U.S. Embassy Takes
Charge

Part IV: Overcoming Roadblocks to
Reconstruction

Part V: Lessons Learned

Here’s another example of work we’ve done in the Interactive Newsroom Technologies group. A report on the failure of reconstruction in Iraq was leaked
to the New York Times and ProPublica. Investigative journalism is sometimes driven by smoking gun documents like this. Normally, physical limitations

prevent us from sharing that content with readers.

But here, we were fortunate to be able to share the full 500-page document online. Of course, if it were just the data axis we cared about, we could just
link to a PDF. But this report assumes the reader is intimately familiar with the people and places in Irag. So, we enhanced the Document Viewer to allow
reporters to add expert annotations that tied into the larger story of the reconstruction’s failure. Of course, we allow readers to read, search, and link to

individual pages and sections on their own.

All three components. Data. Story. Interaction.




Hil]éry Rodham Clinton’s White House Schedules

The National Archives and the William J. Clinton Presidential Library released more than 11,000 pages of Hillary Rodham Clinton’s public
schedule for her eight vears as first lady. There are redactions on more than 4,400 pages, and on many days there is an entry for a “private
meeting” that gives no clue as to whom she met or what the meeting was about.

o PREV exr Search schedules by date
Page 33  of 47 pages for Aug. 1998 PAGE || PAGE
Month  August B
Year 1998 ¥
Sesrch
Search schedules by keyword
Search
O SCHEDULE FOR BILLARY RODEAM CLINTCH
MU:DAY, AUGUST 17, 1998 Selected dates
WASHINGION, D.C « Jan. 20,1993
SCHEDULER: MOLLY BUFORD President Clinton's first inauguration.
202/456-5315 PHONE N 10,1993
202/456-5340  FAX ° Nov.10,
/ Speaks at a confidential White House
[T0) briefing on the North American Free
Trade Agreement.
PREV RON The White House s Sept.5,1995
- Landmark speech on women's rights
time tbd DEPART The White House in Beijing.
VIA Marine One
EN ROUTE Andrews AFB = Jan. 26, 1996 )
[flight time: 10 minutes] Appears before a grand jury that is
investigating the Whitewater business
tine tbd ARRIVE Andrews AFB .
o Jan. 20,1997
time tbd WHEELS UP en route Martha's Vineyard President Glinton's second
[flight time: 1 hour, 10 minutes] inauguration
time tbd WHEELS DOWN Martha's Vineyard o Jan.21,1998
The Lewinsky scandal exploded into
public view.
. 9 + Aug. 17,1998
= fcthalsivinoySd President Clinton admits the affair to
the nation
= Nov.7,2000
Wins election as a senator from MNew
York.
o Jan. 19,2001
Final day's schedule

Of course, the nice thing about digital tools
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On Darwin’s ‘On the Origin of Species’

In addition to being the 2ooth anniversary of Darwin's birth, 2009 1s the 150th anniversary of the publication of his fundamental work, "On the
Origin of Species." As with many original sources, it is known mostly by reputation. Few peaple who are not biologists read Darwin in the
original. But his writing can still offer surprises, insights and pleasures, and it can be sampled here, with selections by prominent scientists of
their favorite passages and discussions of why these passages are important. (Related Articles)

What Drives
Evolution

Darwin's Biggest
Contribution: Matural
Selection

Guiding Modern Evolutionary
Biology

Distinguishing Between Two
Forms of Selection
Describing the Process of
Natural Selection

Sexual Selection What Is a Species?

Anather Engine of Evolution And How Do They Originate?
An Additional Source of Mature of Species

Selection Species as Tolerably Well-
Distinguishing Between Two Defined Objects

Forms

Classification Based on
Evolutionary History
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The Community of
Life

A Common Trunk and Many
Branches

A Struggle Mot Limited to
Physical Combat

The Tree of Life

Unity of Type vs. Conditions of
Existence

What Could Be More Curious

FEEDBACK [¥] RECOMMEND

. it
T

The Wonderful Eye

How Do Complex Systems
Evolve?

Inimitable Contrivances
The Most Perfect Organ




You can repurpose

On the Origin of Species

Original Decument (PDF)

2009 is the 150th am f the publication of "On the Origin of Species." As with many original sources,
it is known mostly by reputation but Darwin's writing can still offer surpr

t scientists of their fav

es, insights and pleasures. It can

be sampled here, with selections by pror passages.
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Describing the Process of Natural Selection: The part on page 94 sets the scene, especially starting
four lines from the bottom with the sentence that begins, "The tubes of the corollas of the common red and
incarnate clovers..”. Page 95 then describes the process, ending with the marvelous sentence, "Thus |
can understand how a flower and a bee might slowly become..”

Here, Darwin is trying to describe the process of natural selection. He uses a hypothetical example that
also happens to be the first statement of the process of coevelution. This passage captures so much
about Darwin's thinking: how natural selection itself works, how dynamic the process may be over time,
how it can vary among regions, how it can link species together within an entangled bank, how itis not
solely about competition and antagonistic interactions, how it may invalve multiple interacting species,
and generally how it all depends upon the ecological context in which selection occurs

Whenever | read this passage | can see Darwin looking out on the meadow at Down House and imaging
the coevolutionary process in action. This passage also pravides an inkling of where his thoughts were
leading as he tried in his next book, the one on orchids, to develop a better understanding of the
mechanistic aspects of "slightly favourable deviations of structure™. - John Thompson, Distinguished
Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of California, Santa Cruz

1 'lnu:y case I we sy HLILJPUBB Lae plgllr oL walcn
we have been slowly increasing the nectar by continued
selection, to be a common plant ; and that certain in-
sects depended in main part on its nectar for food. I
could give many facts, showing how anxious bees are
to save time; for instanee, their habit of cutting
holes and sucking the nectar at the bases of certain
flowers, which they can, with a very little more trouble,
enter by the mouth. Bearing such facts in mind, I can
see no reason to doubt that an accidental deviation in
the size and form of the body, or in the curvature and
length of the proboscis, d&c., far too slight to be appre-
ciated by us, might profit a bee or other insect, so that
an individual so characterised would be able to obtain
its food more quickly, and so have a better chance of
living and leaving descendants. Its descendants would
probably inherit a tendency to a similar slight deviation
of structure, The tubes of the corollas of the eommon
red and incarnate clovers (Trifolium pratense and in
carnatum) do not on a hasty glance appear to differ in
length ; vet the hive-bee can easilv suck the nectar out

SHARE [ E-MAIL

Search the document
Search

Contents

Intreduction

Chapter I. Variation Under
Domestication

Chapter Il. Variation Under Naturs

Chapter lll. Struggle for Existence

Chapter IV. Natural Selection

- Guiding Modern Evolutionary Biology
p. 86

= Distinguishing Between Two Forms of
Selection, p. 100

- Full Presentation of Evolution by
Natural Selection, p. 101

* Describing the Process of Natural
Selection, p. 106

« The Tree of Life, p. 144

Chapter V. Laws of Variation

Chapter V1. Difficulties on Theory

Chapter VIl Instinct

Chapter Vill. Hybridism

Chapter IX. On the Imperfection of the
Geological Record
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From the Briefcase of Dr. Aribert Heim

The New York Times obtained the personal archives of the most wanted Nazi war criminal, which tell the story of his life, and death, in Egypt.

In His Own Words Medical Documents Official Papers Articles Death Certificate

In addition to his will, Aribert Dr. Heim, who died in 1992, Over the nearly 30 years he Dr. Heim collected articles Dr. Heim, who converted to
Heim penned extensive maintained a file of medical lived in Egypt, Dr. Heim saved about his case and other Islam and taken the name
rebuttals to charges against documents related to his an array of official documents, Nazis. Tarek Hussein Farid, died
him as well a lengthy paper diagnosis and treatment of including copies of his August 10,1992,
attacking allegations of anti- rectal cancer. Egyptian residence papers

Semitism and bank statements.

Home | World | U.S | N.Y./Region | Business | Technology | Science | Health | Sports | Opinion | Arts | Style | Travel | Jobs | RealEstate | Automobiles | Back to Top
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them in many ways



the Mauthausen concentration camp.
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From the Briefcase of Aribert Heim

A selection of documents spanning several decades from the briefease of Aribert Heim, a Nazi 88 doctor at
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In His Own Words

+ Cover letter, p. 1

+ Research on Jews, p. 2

« Mailing list, p. 3

* Updating Heim's will, p. 4

+ Der Spiegel response, p. 6
« English translation, p. 7

* Response to Der Spiegel, p. 11
* Heim's defense, p. 28

+ Adoctor's notes, p. 29

* Heim's resume, p. 34

* Daily schedule, p. 35

* Insurance statament, p. 36
* Letter to Vatican, p. 38

+ Heim's will, p. 44

Medical Documents

Official Papers

Articles

Death Certificate
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For all sorts of newsworthy uses

Oh, we are hoping to open source this code very soon.
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Big Board Map  Electoral Explorer  Obama: Victory Speech  McCain: Concession Speech | Exit Polls

~ Obama McCain
Electoral Votes Electoral Votes
Projected Winnar

270 needed to win

State winners ), ZoOM IN
County bubbles
Countyleaders

Voting shifts

Ohio

Map key 100% reporting
Obama 2,708,885 51.2%
DEMOGRATS MecC ain 2,501,855 47.2%
Lead B Win Click to zoom in
REPUBLICANS
Lead M Win

Of course, sometimes a good map or a picture is worth 10000 DB rows. Here’s the map we ran on election night. With data from the Associated Press, this
was a collaboration between Interactive News and Graphics.



We allowed people to drill in and look at individual counties in both the map and in tabular versions on the state overview pages. Sadly we aren’t able to

share this raw data via an API.

President Map

SHARE  [=] E-MAIL

BigBoard Map  Electoral Explorer Obama: Victory Speech  McCain: Concession Speech  Exit Polls

~ Obama

Electoral Votes
Projected Winnar

36

Popular vote: 66,862,039

State winners ZOOM IN

County bubbles €, zoom ouT
Countyleaders

Voting shifts

Map key

DEMOCRATS

M Lead W win

REPUBLICANS
Lead H Win

Other Candidates

McCain

Electoral Votes

17

270 needed to win Popular vote: 58,319,442

2 Ohio

20 electoral votes

100% reporting
Candidate Voles  Pct party
2708685 512%  Dem
John McCain 2501855 472% GOP.
Other Candidates 84,845 1.6% Other

+ Full Ohio results. »

21%
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BigBoard Map  Electoral Explorer  Obama: Victory Speech  McCain: Concession Speech | Exit Polls

36 ~ Obama 1 7 McCain
Electoral Votes Electoral Votes

Projected Winner

Popularvote: 66,862,039 270 needed to win Popular vote: 58,319 442

State winners ZOOM IN
Countybubbles S, ZooM ouT q
Countyleaders

Voting shifts

2008 compared to:

Difference in support for
the major parties between f - VanWert County o
T Marg

2008 and past elections. | Dem Rep. Dem Rep.

Became Became
more more
Democralic  Republican

A

ot

Sometimes the story comes before the data. But here’s a case where the data revealed the story of the election.

Compared to the previous election, the data showed how a large majority of the country shifted democratic the day afterwards. That county may have
seemed Red, but it was less Red than before and that changed played out again and again nationwide.
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The Guantanamo Docket
Detainees  Timeline = About Search

The Detainees

Latest Transfers

January 2009

Of the 779 people who have been detained at the United States military prison at Guantinamo Bay, Cuba, 532 have

been transferred and 242 remain, according to analysis by The New York Times of documents from the Department of
Defense. In addition, five detainees died while in custody. This interactive database includes information about the

detainees, thousands of pages of government documents and links to court records and news media reports.

Name

al Aasmi, Assem Matrug Mohammad
Aamer, Shaker

Abahanov, Yakub

Abas, Mohammad

Abasin, Said

Abassi, Feroz Ali

Abbas, Yusef

Abd al Mujahid, Mahmoud Abd al Aziz
Abd al Rahman, Allal Ab Aljallil

Abd al Sattar, Muieen A Deen Jamal A Deen Abd al Fusal
Abd al Wahab, Abd al Malik

Abdel Aziz, Abdullah Muhammed
Abdelrahman, Abdelrazak Ali
Abdenour, Sameur

Abderrahmane, Slimane Hadj
Abdallah, Muhamed Hussein

Abdallah, Sayf Bin

Abdul Hamid, Hassan Khalil Mohamoud
Abdul Rahman, Abdul Ghappar
Abdulahat, Emam

Citizenship
Palestine, Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia
Kazakhstan

Pakistan
Afghanistan

United Kingdom
China

Yemen

Yemen

United Arab Emirates
Yemen

Saudi Arabia
Algeria

Algeria

Denmark

Somalia

Tunisia

Jordan

China

China

Status

Held
Held
Transferred
Transferred
Transferred
Transferred
Held
Held
Held
Held
Held
Transferred
Held
Transferred
Transferred
Transferred
Held
Transferred
Held
Held

- Four detainees were transferred to Iraq

- Hassan Mujamma Rabai Said was
transferred to Algeria

- Haji Bismullah was transferred to
Afghanistan

December 2008

* Three detainees weres transferred to
Bosnia and Herzegovina

November 2008

+ Salim Ahmed Hamdan was transferred to
‘Yemen

+ Labed Ahmed and Soufian Abar Huwari
were transferred to Algeria

* Muhamed Hussein Abdallah was
transferred to Somaliland

October 2008

+ Abdulrahim Kerimbakiev was transferred
to Kazakhstan

Next »

Interactive news is also not necessarily static.

As long-running stories develop in new ways, applications can evolve. Here’s the Guantanamo Docket, a collaboration between Interactive News, Computer
Assisted Reporting, and Investigations. As more information is learned, the data evolves and the story develops. Trends become apparent.
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Detainees = Timeline = About

Search
« Return to Mazin Salih Musaid al Awfi's documents
5 results for casio
Combatant Status Review Tribunals Summaries — 1 page Search the detainee's documents
casio Search
| 0 p.1

“Detainee, at capture, had in his possession a Casio watch, model # F=-91 W,
which has been used in bombings linked to Al Qaida.”

Combatant Status Review Tribunal Transeripts — 1 page

— p.3

“Detainee, at capture, had in his possession a Casio watch, model 4 F-91 W,
which has been used in bombings linked to Al Qaida.”

“Millions and millions of people have these types of Casio watches.”

Administrative Review Board Round 1 Summaries — 1 page
p.2

“The detainee, at capture, had in his possession a Casio watch, model # F-91
W, which has been used in bombings linked to al Qaida."

“The detainee claims to have bought his Casio watch years before he left
Afghanistan and did not know where he bought it specifically.”

Administrative Review Board Round 1 Transeripts — 1 page

For instance, 35 detainees were implicated as bombmakers merely because they owned a particular cheap Casio wristwatch.
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Mazin Salih Musaid al Awfi

Mazin Salih Musaid al Awfi is a zg-year-old citizen of Saudi Arabia. He was captured near the Pakistan-Afghan
border in Dec. 2001, He was transferred to Saudi Arabia on July 15, 2007.

Page 4 of 30 4 ;'fg‘é

UNCLASSIFIEDAEQUO

Personal Representative: Yes ma’am. Mazin and I met for our initial interview on 21
October. Our meeting lasted spproximately one hour. He was very cooperative during
the interview, When 1 presented the Summary of Unclassified Evidence, however, he
was in dishelief as to the nature of the evidence. We went over each piece of evidence,
onc point at a time, and | took notes as to what he had provided me. 1 conducted &
follow-up meeting with Mazin just yesterday. We reviewed the notes that were taken
during the first session and made any updates in preparation for today.

The Persomal Representative begims going through the allegations on the
Unelassified Summary one at & time, providing the Detainee's response o each one.

3.a. The Detginee is associated with Al Qaida
3.0 1. Detainee's name and relephone number were on a list of Al Qaida members that

was discovered om a computer hard drive seized during raids on Al Qaida safe houses in
Falistan.

Personal Representative an behalf of the Detainee: The name on that list was not my
name, nor was the phone number, During one of these interrogations approximately one
and half years ago, an interrogator showed me a list from (he Al Quida. He showed me a
list of the names of people. The rest of the names were darkened out. When 1 looked at
the name, I told the interrogator that is not my name. The name on the list was Salsh Al
Awfi. That was the name [ saw on list, but my name is Mazin Salih Musaid. My phone
number is §31-2425. The telephone number on the list was not that number. The
interrogator locked fnto this and came back to me and told me that Allah is with me, this
is not your name. In the same meeting,

J.a.2, Detainee, at capiure, had in his possession a Casio watch, model # F-91 W, which
has been used in bombings linked to Al Qaida

Personal Representative an behalf of the Detainee: [ am a bit surprised as to this piece of
evidence, Millions and millicns of peaple have thees types of Casio waiches. i dat is 3

HEXT
PAGE

Internment Serial Number: 154

Alternate name

* Mazin Salih Musaid Alawf

Combatant Status Review Tribunals
Summaries

Combatant Status Review Tribunal
Transeripts

Transcripts of Detainee Testimony and
Documents Submitted by Detainees at Combatant
Status Review Tribunals Held at Guantanamo
Between July 2004 and March 2005

Administrative Review Board Round 1
Summaries

Administrative Review Board Round 1
Transcripts

Administrative Review Board Round 2
Summaries

Search the detainee's documents

Search

And again, we can reuse tools in new ways.




Story

Zone of
Undiscovered
Awesomeness

Data Interaction

So back to interaction. As newspapers, we do an excellent job of filling in the left side of the triangle. Stories and data are what we’ve done well for over
100 years. Now, our main task is learning how to share that. But | think there is much more to interactivity. Mainly becuase there are so many different
ways in which users might interact with the news above the individual story or application and how APIs tie into that.
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There’s the homepage for instance. You’ve seen our nytimes.com homepage already. But does it have to be THE homepage for everyone?

This is NewsSkimmer, a new spin on the traditional homepage by the new Prototypes Group of nytimes.com. It uses our RSS feeds converted into JSON.




AL/
\?"‘ IIVN3S -{‘— % ;

A T
|\ ) '-.‘(““\4" //‘

N (R D
o X 5

i ,Y\

\V,

((' : , - ‘ % \
/ % \ > 4
/ N’
v"/f

blog.blprnt.com

On the more abstract end of things, here’s a representation of relationships between key people and organizations in 2009 made by Jer Thorp and using
the Article Search API.

You don’t have to know Flash to do Interactive News however. | don’t, although | respect there are some good places for it. You do need to understand how
the Web works however. When possible, everything should have a URL, everything should be a page, everything should be linkable.
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Interaction is also aggregation. Content is often spread across websites and across the web. Pulling it together into a cohesive whole creates new
opportunities. Represent is a beta from interactive news that hits several APIs to answer “what are my elected officials doing?”.
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Interaction is community. Article comments allow strangers to yell at each other about politics. Email this allows direct dispatches, but new interactive
social layers like TimesPeople allow friends to connect and share the news that interests them. Think of it as personalized filter to the news.
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What One Word Describes Your Current State of Mind?

Throughout Election Day, NYTimes.com readers submitted the words that best described their moods. This page updated hourly with the most
popular choices.
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As readers react to the news, we can ask for their reactions.
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January 18, 2009 [ EMAIL FEEDBACK RECOMMEND

Picturing the Inauguration: The Readers’ Album

NYTimes.com readers sent in their photographs from Washington and around the world. Images are organized in the order they were received.
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And more... here we solicited reader photographs from people watching the inauguration both in DC and around the world. And honestly, | found the
photographs more emotional and compelling than the photography from official reporters.
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We might also ask if it’s possible to create a Wikipedia-style collaborative layer on top of the news?

As one possibility, here’s VisualizationLab, a project that allows people to create and share their own visualizations of raw data. We could also consider
similar collaborative annotation layers on top of news as well. You can guess we’re already thinking of adding user annotations to the DocumentViewer



LEENO WG Questions and Answers

Log in with your Facebook account to ask or answer a question!
f ' Connect with Facebook

% Q = How old is that building?
)y [
£
h
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Maybe we’ll see functionality like this NewsMixer prototype applied to real news and data.
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And finally, for many of us the web is now on the go, in our phones, our TVs, our toaster ovens (okay, maybe not toasters). New applications for mobile
form factors are the newest frontier for newspaper websites and other applications.



So to repeat, data. story. interaction. Now show me what amazing work you’ve done.

Thank you.
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